
ManDVD – DVD creation for Linux

Introduction

Recently I had the privilege of working with a very mature DVD editing software on Linux. The name of 
this application is ManDVD. Presumably the “Man” stands for Mandriva, as I found several references to 
this application. The application is natively French, so some of the translation is still a little rough around 
the edges for those of us wanting English. This is particularly an issue when it comes to online forum 
support. I have compiled the information in this guide to help propagate the usage of this program. 

Author

This guide was developed by Ben Simpson. His website can be found at http://simpson.mine.nu

Requirements

I have located and installed version 2.4 of ManDVD from the following URL:

http://kde-apps.org/content/show.php?content=38347

As it mentions on the page, the software has certain dependencies. When I installed the Ubuntu package, 
these dependencies were not installed at the time I installed ManDVD. This is ok, as long as the 
dependencies are manually installed. 

On Ubuntu, this was achieved by enabling the multiverse repositories. These packages are needed:

DVD Slideshow >= 0.7.5
mencoder
mplayer
MKISOFS >= 2.01
xine > 0.99.4
lame >= 3.97
dvdauthor >= 0.6.11
mjpegtools >= 1.8.0
netpbm >= 10.29
ImagMagick >= 6.2.4
transcode >= 1.0.2
dvd+rw-tools >= 5.21.4

Also optionally, the packages “xine-ui” can be added for previewing the videos, and “mpgtx” for joining 
MP3 tracks. The latter is to resolve an annoying issue where only one song can be added per video clip. I 
made a slide show with 150 images, and the song only lasted 3 minutes. I joined together enough songs 
using this utility to have music throughout the presentation. 

Getting Started

Once the software (and all dependencies) are installed successfully, we are ready to crank up the 
application. For this tutorial, we will be taking a series of images, and converting them into an appealing 
slide show. Begin by starting “mandvd”. This will launch the program and bring you to a project screen 
like the one below:

http://simpson.mine.nu/
http://kde-apps.org/content/show.php?content=38347


Click on “Destination Folder” to select a location to save the project files to. Next, we are asked which 
video standard we would like to use. For United States, we will choose the NTSC format. If you live 
elsewhere, you can refer to this link on Wikipedia to find out which region you are living in: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:NTSC-PAL-SECAM.png For Size, I will stick with the default screen 
resolution of 720x576. Click on “Confirm”. 

The next screen will display an overview of the project we are currently working on. As nothing has been 
imported or created yet, the main window will be blank, and several options will be unavailable. To 
create the slideshow, we will click on the “Create a Slideshow” task button in the upper right hand corner 
of the screen:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:NTSC-PAL-SECAM.png


Next, we are presented with the options for creating a slide show. If you have several images in different 
locations, you can import individual photos by clicking on the “Add picture” button. If you would like to 
import an entire folder, then click on the “Import Folder” button to select all images residing inside. 
Doing this will allow us to individually modify settings such as the duration and the transition effects of 
the images. If we want the same timings and transition effects on all images, we can save some time by 
clicking on the “Import Parameter” button. Here we can specify these settings for ALL photos we include 
in the project clip. I will choose “Import” Parameter” and choose 10 seconds for each slide duration, the 
“mix fade” transition and have the transition duration set at 1 second. When you are done, click on 
“Confirm”:



Next, I will click on “Import Photo” and browse to where I have my images saved. If you have a large 
number of photos, this process could take a few minutes. In the bottom left of the screen, an 
“Importation” status bar will inform you of the progress the application is making. Once the import is 
done, ManDVD will update its display, showing the new images:



The currently selected image will be displayed in the main screen of the application. As an overview to 
the slide show, small thumbnails with the transition effects will be displayed below. These can be 
changed if desired. Titles for the images can be typed in if desired. I wanted to add music to the 
presentation, so I will click on “Add soundtrack”. Note that only one sound file can be selected, so if the 
images are longer than the audio, the remainder of the slide show will be displayed in silence. Not a 
pretty solution. 

I located a utility named “mpgtx” that was useful in joining together several MP3 files into one large 
MP3 file. This allowed me to get around the limitation of the one sound file per movie clip limitation. 
This tool is extremely easy to use, but is beyond the scope of this tutorial. More information can be found 
here: http://mpgtx.sourceforge.net/#Examples

Once you have selected your soundtrack file, the overview will update, and the length of the audio clip 
will be displayed below the thumbnails:

http://mpgtx.sourceforge.net/#Examples


Once we are satisfied with the layout, click on the “Generate” button to begin creating the video file. We 
are presented with several additional options for the creation of this file. Keep in mind that depending on 
the size of your project, this could take a while to render. If you are testing settings, you can stick with the 
default “FPS” setting of 5, however as a final result, this will make the transitions in the movie choppy. I 
have chosen 25 to ensure nice, smooth video effects. Also, I have clicked on the “Fade to black...” option 
for a better end to the slide show.  Once you are satisfied with the settings, click on “Start” to render the 
movie file:



This process will take about 5 seconds per image, plus the overhead of the audio decoding, and the pause 
for several seconds after the bar reaches 100 percent. Once this is done, you will be asked if you would 
like to view the movie. If you choose yes, the application will preview the clip in the Xine video player. 
(If you don't have Xine, you can't see the clip unless you manually locate file in the ManDVD directory). 
Either option you choose will prompt a second question: Do you want to insert this clip into your project. 
Choose “yes”. 

You will see a new screen where ManDVD asks for a video title for the clips just made. Change the title 
to what you want to see as a menu option on the DVD. You can optionally choose to have your text an 
image, but to keep it simple, I skipped this option and clicked on “Ok”:



Now, you should be looking at the project overview screen with the new video clip we just created added 
to the main window. If you would like to add additional content, or slide shows, repeat the steps above. 
When you are satisfied with the content, save the project, and click on “Next”:



Now we are in the menu creation section of ManDVD. We can choose several options for the DVD title 
background. I have chosen another picture to add as a background to the title. You can specify several 
image effects to apply for a bit of flare. I have applied the Sepia filter to my image. I have changed my 
Menu font to URW Chancery L, and increased the size of the font. Because my image is a dark color, I 
have chosen my “Color of text in menu” to be white. I have also chosen another song to play during the 
title screen with the loop option. Once you are satisfied, click on “Next”:



Now we choose which order the titles for the DVD are displayed. Since we only have one scene, we will 
only have one title. If you have more, this section will pertain more towards your needs. For us, we will 
click on our 1 title, and then press “Add video to the menu” . We can position this text by using the 
sliders on the top and sides of the background. Make sure the text is inside the red boundaries. Once you 
are satisfied with the position of the text, click on the “Confirm button position” button. If you have 
multiple tracks, make sure that the tab order is correct. Mask edit can change the size of the area that is 
clickable on the DVD menu. The default settings is almost always fine, unless you have multiple titles 
close together. Once you are finished, click on “Next”. 



 

Next, we are taken to ManDVD's creation screen. Our first action will need to be “Generate DVD 
structure” to pull all of the content into place:



This can be a frustrating step, as almost all of the dependencies will be called to generate this file. If you 
experience any errors, click on the “Show / hide console” option to see what the hangup is. Once, I had to 
manually go into the working directory of ManDVD, and manually run the “encode.sh” file to get the 
right results. If you are lucky, you will see this message:



Once you are done, the next step can be to preview the result, as DVD's make the most expensive drink 
coasters around. We are almost done! The next few steps will actually create the DVD content. If you 
have K3b installed and configured, you can create the DVD using ManDVD's “Burn DVD with K3b” 
option.  This will allow maximum control over the DVD creation process. If you do not wish to use K3b, 
you can use ManDVD's built in DVD burning parameters. This can be seen below:

 

Insert your DVD, and click on the “Burn” button to begin the DVD creation process. If all goes well, 
once the DVD is completed, you should be able to watch your new slide show on the computer, or in a 
standard DVD player in the living room.
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